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!ǳŘƛǘƻǊǎΩ wƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ

Supreme Audit Institutions (SAIs) can draw on a unique set of strengths to 
help assess whether climate ambition is translated into effective action

ÅSAIs provide the highest independent public auditing function of a state or supranational 
organisation. 

ÅThe exact mandate and constitution of individual SAIs varies, but can include valuable 
ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
climate risks
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{!LǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ

SAIs can often take an important role in:

ÅHolding governments to account for how public money is used to achieve 
climate goals

Å¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƳ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 

ÅExamining whether governments have a framework (for example for 
monitoring progress, and coordinating across government) that is likely to 
support long-term success

ÅEncouraging audited bodies to take a robust approach to assessing and 
reporting environmental and climate risks for their own organisations



Climate Change Mitigation
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Climate and EU agriculture: reasons for this audit

ÅAgriculture = 10% of EU GHG emissions 
10%

ÅClimate in CAP: nearly 50% of EU climate 
spending

ÅEU sets environmental standards and co-
finances most of national agricultural spending

ÅInputs for 2030 and 2050 increased climate 
ambition

2050

2030

2020



Approach and audit questions
ÅCommission attributed 26% of CAP budget (over û100 

billion) to tackle climate change during 2014 -2020

ÅEU response to climate change: mitigation and 
adaptation. 

Ą Focus on mitigation

ÅDid the 2014-2020 CAP supported climate mitigation 
practices with a potential to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions?

ÅFindings structured around three main sources of 
emissions . Last section addresses CAP design



Findings: Half of EU climate spending but 
farm emissions are not decreasing

ÅLivestock emissions are not decreasing

ÅCAP does not seek to limit/reduce livestock number

ÅEmissions from fertiliser and manure are increasing

ÅCAP does not support much effective measures

ÅCAP measures to protect and increase carbon content have not 
significantly reduced emissions from land use

Å2014-2020 changes to the CAP did not reflect new climate 
ambition 
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Have We Fulfilled our Climate Finance Promises?

Recent News Headlines

Åά²ƻǊƭŘ set to miss goal of $100B climate aid pledged to ǇƻƻǊέ

Åά.ǊŜŀǘƘǘŀƪƛƴƎ Lack of Commitment as Rich Countries Delay 
Climate Finance Pledge to нлноέ

Åά5ƻƴƻǊ countries set to reach $100bn climate finance target in 
2023 ςthree years ƭŀǘŜέ

Åά¢ƘŜ broken $100-billion promise of climate finance τand how 
to fix ƛǘέ

Åά/htнс: World will try again to avert climate ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊέ



Tracking Climate Finance: The U.S. Experience

Audit of climate finance 
contributions in the U.S.

1. Number of supported projects 
and project-level funding was 
unknown

2. Difficulties tracking climate 
change spending 

3. No project or spending status 
information provided 



Climate Finance: Role of the SAI

Donor 
Countries

Recipient 
Countries

Bilateral assistance loans and grants

Bilateral in-kind assistance

ÅTrack various funding flows and 
mechanisms

ÅIdentify challenges governments 
face in tracking climate finance

ÅPerformance audits of project 
and program effectiveness                  



WGEA: Climate Finance Audit Guidance: Purpose & 
Findings
Purpose: Address Common Challenges 
in Tracking Climate Finance (SDG13.1 
target--$100 Billion annually)

How?

1. Develop and Provide Toolsτ
ÅAlternative indicators 

ÅRoadmap for rolling up individual audits

2. Share Experiences from SAIs


