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INTOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing

Fourth Questionnaire on Environmental Auditing by Supreme Audit Institutions, June 2003.

Introduction
It is our pleasure to send you the fourth questionnaire on environmental auditing by supreme audit institutions (SAIs). This questionnaire is a follow-up of the relevant parts of the surveys on this subject, held in 1996 and 2000. This survey is part of the Work Plan of the INTOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing, to which the INTOSAI Governing Board gave its consent in Korea in November 2001.

We are sending you a copy of the questionnaire in English and, if applicable, a translation into the INTOSAI working language preferred by your SAI. If you wish, we will send you copies of the questionnaire in any of the five INTOSAI languages − Arabic, English, French, German, and Spanish. Electronic files of the questionnaire are available in Arabic, English, French, German, and Spanish on computer diskette. It is also possible to download the questionnaire from our Web site under WGEA Publications (http://www.environmental-auditing.org).
Please feel free to use additional sheets of paper for your answers.

Your questionnaire will allow us to update the Web site of the INTOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing and to describe new developments in the field of environmental auditing since 1993, 1996 and 2000. It will also allow us to provide INCOSAI XIX in 2004 with an up-to-date picture of the state of the art of environmental auditing by SAIs. In addition, the questionnaire asks for information that will be used to evaluate the work of the Working Group during the last period. The evaluation will be used to prepare a decision to be made in 2004 on the future of the Working Group. 
Part II is sent to AFROSAI members only. It contains questions that will contribute to the work of the regional AFROSAI Working Groups on Environmental Auditing.
If your SAI has never done environmental audits, you are requested to answer the short questionnaire; otherwise you are requested to answer the long questionnaire.

We would appreciate receiving your completed questionnaire, preferably in English, before 1 August 2003. Our address is as follows:

	Office of the Auditor General of Canada

Liliane Cotnoir

240 Sparks Street

Ottawa, Ontario
Canada, K1A 0G6
	Telephone: (613) 995-3708

Fax:  (613) 941-8286

E-Mail: liliane.cotnoir@oag-bvg.gc.ca 




If you have any questions, please contact Liliane Cotnoir at the Office of the Auditor General of Canada. On behalf of the Working Group, thank you in advance for completing the questionnaire.

What is Environmental Auditing?
Environmental auditing can encompass all types of audit: regularity (financial, compliance) and performance audits.

During an audit of financial statements, environmental issues may include the following:

· initiatives to prevent, abate, or remedy damage to the environment;
· the conservation of renewable and non-renewable resources;
· the consequences of violating environmental laws and regulations; and
· the consequences of vicarious liability imposed by the state.

Compliance auditing with regard to environmental issues may relate to providing assurance that governmental activities are conducted in accordance with relevant environmental laws, standards, and policies, both at national and (where relevant) international levels.

Performance auditing of environmental activities may include the following:

· ensuring that indicators of environment-related performance (where contained in public accountability reports) fairly reflect the performance of the audited entity; and
· ensuring that environmental programs are conducted in an economical, efficient, and effective manner.
(Source: INTOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing, Guidance on Conducting Audits of Activities with an Environmental Perspective, 124-127. See our Web site: www.environmental-auditing.ca, under WGEA publications)
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Part I: Basic questions and long or short questionnaire
1.  Country: _______________________________________________________

To SAIs that already answered the previous questionnaire of 2000:

Enclosed you will find a print-out of the information on your country as it is available on our Web site under Environmental Auditing Worldwide (http://www.environmental-auditing.org/). This print-out contains contact information as well as information on governmental environmental policy − authority with regard to environmental auditing and reports on environmental issues. This information was provided by your institution in the previous questionnaire. Please check the current text carefully. 

Do you have any changes or additions?

O  Yes ( Please mark the changes and/or additions clearly on the print-out or answer the question(s) below that corresponds with the lacking or incorrect information. Please mention changes and additions only. It is not necessary to answer all questions again. The Working Group will update the homepage with your remarks as soon as possible. 

O  No  ( Please continue with question 1 of the questionnaire.

To SAIs that did not answer the previous questionnaire of 2000:

Enclosed you will find a print-out of the information on your country as it is available on our Web site now. This print-out only contains contact information. Please check this information carefully. If it is not correct, please enter correct information below. The Working Group will add your information to the Web site as soon as possible. 

A. Contact information


Please check the information on the print-out and indicate changes only.

	Name of Auditor General


	

	Title


	

	Address


	

	Country


	

	Telephone number


	

	Fax number


	

	E-mail address


	

	Web site address

	

	Name of other environmental auditing contact


	

	Title


	

	Address


	

	Country


	

	Telephone number


	

	Fax number


	

	E-Mail address



	

	Web site address
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