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Report 10—Environmental Petitions Annual Report

Environmental petitions are a unique way for Canadian residents—acting as individuals or
on behalf of an organization—to bring their concerns and questions about environmental
and sustainable development issues to the attention of the federal ministers responsible
and be guaranteed a response from them. The Commissioner of the Environment and
Sustainable Development administers the environmental petitions process on behalf of the
Auditor General of Canada.

The purpose of this annual report is to inform Parliament and Canadians about the
number, nature, and status of petitions and responses received during the reporting period,
1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023, as required by section 23 of the Auditor General Act.

2022–23 Results

2022–23 Petitions Received

Departmental and agency performance and responses

During the reporting period, 22 departments and agencies responded to 16 petitions.

Petitions received

The OAG received 28 environmental petitions during the reporting period. For the titles of petitions
and provinces of origin, please refer to the list of 2022–23 petitions received.

In total, 24 federal departments and agencies received petitions requesting a response. In many
cases, a petition was sent to more than 1 department or agency. The 5 organizations that received
the most petitions were

Environment and Climate Change Canada (14 petitions)
Health Canada (12 petitions)
Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (7 petitions)
National Capital Commission (5 petitions)
Transport Canada (5 petitions)

Key issues raised

Petitions submitted during the reporting period addressed a wide variety of environmental concerns
and issues, including the monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions, construction activities,
electromagnetic hypersensitivity, and pesticide use.

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/A-17/


Alberta

472—Establishment of a system for Canadians to report potential adverse reactions to
radiation (radiofrequency electromagnetic fields) from wireless devices

485—Green and Inclusive Community Buildings grant application should not qualify for
building at proposed location

British Columbia

478—Policy measures regarding the marketing of radiation-emitting devices to children under
the age of 14 to ensure parents are aware of the health risks and how these risks can be avoided

479—Petition requesting that the Minister of Environment and Climate Change and the
President of the Treasury Board review and amend an eligibility rule governing the
Environmental Damages Fund

486—Environmental impact assessment

492—Clarity from Fisheries and Oceans Canada on British Columbia open net‑pen salmon
farm issues

Manitoba

475—Data on the Government of Canada’s public service on reasonable accommodations for
environmental sensitivities, including electromagnetic hypersensitivity, as required under the
Canadian Human Rights Act

Ontario

390D—Follow‑up petition on the quantification of Canada’s total carbon dioxide (CO )
emissions from exported fossil fuels

390E—Follow‑up petition on the quantification of Canada’s total carbon dioxide (CO )
emissions from exported fossil fuels

447B—Follow‑up petition on climate and environmental impacts of the new fleet of
F‑35 fighter jets

470—Assessing effectiveness of regulation of asbestos and asbestos cement pipes in Canada

471—Greenhouse gas emissions in Canada, monitoring, reporting, and climate action

473—The non‑agricultural use of permethrin in Canada as a mosquito treatment, and the
implications to insect and spider biodiversity and the food chain

473B—Request for further information and clarification on the response to petition 473 from
the Minister of Environment and Climate Change

473C—Request for information and clarification on the response to petition 473 from the
Minister of Health

474—Funding of research through the Canadian Institutes of Health Research into testing,
diagnosis, and treatment of electromagnetic hypersensitivity and the possible impacts on
health in the workplace

476—Climate action, escalating biodiversity loss, and pollution
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https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_472_e_44249.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_472_e_44249.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_485_e_44323.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_485_e_44323.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_478_e_44303.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_478_e_44303.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_479_e_44300.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_479_e_44300.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_479_e_44300.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_486_e_44335.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_475_e_44297.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_475_e_44297.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_475_e_44297.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_390D_e_44171.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_390D_e_44171.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_390D_e_44171.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_390E_e_44324.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_390E_e_44324.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_390E_e_44324.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_447B_e_44199.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_447B_e_44199.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_470_e_44219.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_471_e_44220.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_473_e_44296.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_473_e_44296.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_473B_e_44319.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_473B_e_44319.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_473C_e_44320.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_473C_e_44320.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_474_e_44292.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_474_e_44292.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_474_e_44292.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_476_e_44298.html


477—Federal environmental responsibilities for the largest hospital plan in Canada—The
Ottawa Hospital

480—Follow‑up to petition 466 on environmental effects of the Bradford Bypass construction
on fish and fish habitat

481—Health Canada’s actions regarding the consideration of the Canadian Medical
Association, the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, the College of Family
Physicians of Canada, and the World Health Organization to update their guidelines and
continuing education materials regarding the diagnosis and treatment of electromagnetic
hypersensitivity to ensure they are based on the latest scientific evidence and reflect the
symptoms of affected Canadians

482—Teachers and subsidized or free car parking at schools

483—Request for an update or a timeline on the implementation of Recommendation 8 of the
Standing Committee on Health’s 2015 parliamentary report

484—Political accountability for the continued use of glyphosate in Canada

487—Environmental risk management plan for 1 and 19 Sir John A. Macdonald Parkway

488—Federal Contaminated Sites Inventory does not include 1
and 19 Sir John A. MacDonald Parkway

489—Erosion of the National Capital Commission’s commitment to tree planting

490—The National Capital Commission’s corporate plan and real‑property optimization
strategy: Green space versus monetizing green space

491—Rail safety and maintenance

Visit our Environmental Petitions web page for more information about past petitions,
case studies, and the petitions process, as well as to search the petitions dashboard.

Stay connected

    

❯  Contact Us
❯  Current Opportunities
❯  Transparency

https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_477_e_44299.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_477_e_44299.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_480_e_44304.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_480_e_44304.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_481_e_44306.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_481_e_44306.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_481_e_44306.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_481_e_44306.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_481_e_44306.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_481_e_44306.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_482_e_44305.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_483_e_44321.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_483_e_44321.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_484_e_44322.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_487_e_44343.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_488_e_44332.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_488_e_44332.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_489_e_44336.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_490_e_44344.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_490_e_44344.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_491_e_44345.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_fs_e_919.html
https://twitter.com/OAG_BVG/
https://twitter.com/OAG_BVG/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7UiIATFGs8x6cvNJiIRHVw
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7UiIATFGs8x6cvNJiIRHVw
http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-auditor-general-of-canada
http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-auditor-general-of-canada
http://www.facebook.com/OAGCanada/
http://www.facebook.com/OAGCanada/
https://www.instagram.com/oag_bvg/
https://www.instagram.com/oag_bvg/
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/admin_e_43119.html
https://oag-bvg.mua.hrdepartment.com/hr/ats/JobSearch/viewAll?change_user_language=1
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pd_fs_e_944.html


❯  Feedback
❯  Terms and conditions
❯  Privacy

http://www1.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/web-inquiry.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/admin_e_18925.html
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/ati_fs_e_41226.html

